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, 1§ July 19535

BENORANGUE FoR: Uireetor of Trainisg

SUBJEDE: Certaln sbservatioos concerning the Clark
Gommittee Report on CIA,
1. Pursusat to your reguest, aade durisg the Director's meet-

fag with the ADs yesterdsy, I am attempting in this osmorendux $0

sot down on paper the gis$s of ceriain observations which I have sale
$0 the top staff of the DD/P srea concerming the Clark Cocaittee
Heport. Aithough this has all been kxept on as oral bueis, 1 briefed
the staff 2nd requested them to brief sthers downward {n the chain

of camsaand, for the express purpsse 2f putting to rest some exeggersted
and rather alarmist notions and rumsres which were grining cwrrency se
the result of the oprese handlimg of the Clark Committee Hepert.

2. The Olarx Comnmittes findings, conclusisas snd recozmendations,
taken collectively aad in ths whole, ars by no meane as adverse and
devagetory sz sdms newspaper reporters snd columniste would lead oane
to bellevs., Host, 1f not all, of the siverssly aritical material in
the secrst reparts were included {n the blished report; dut much of
the favarable anl lawlatsry material in the secret regoris was omitted
from the pudblished report. Some writers who sre apperezily unfrisndly
to the Agency have selized uwpan portions of the published material and
have snlarged uposn %, quoted pasesges out 3f aontext, and sihervise
sanazed $o0 oreste the Iimpression that the Agency was found egregiously
wastiag snd taken heavily to task % the Clark Commities., On the hamis
»f the very thorough anslysis which has been made of the porticm of the
repart dealing with the Claniestine Services, their personnel and
operations, I would say that there are a0 eriticlsss of such an exag-
gerated or appareatly hostlile character that we canmot live with thex,
snd thet there are in fact some very favorshle findings and conclusions
which tend to give ihe raport a considersble degree of balaace, Two or
thres -f the recommendstions haviag to do with organizstion will pre-
sumtbly not de found feasibls or otherwise acoepinble, eopecially those
whieh sre regarded as oalling for retrograde steps.

3. The portlieca of the report from which we can draw the greatest

amvant of satisfaction and encouragement is the finding snd conclusion
vhich subatsatially vindicatee the igeney with regerd to the NeCartly-
type charges of Comsunist infiltration and egbversive design. The
Clerk Committee goes about an far as could sver he expected of any
{investigating conmittee in the direction of giving the Agency s clean
¥iil of health.

An almost egually important finding of & faveradble
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gharacter is that which certifies to our apperenl rezulerity as regards
the expenditure of unvouchersd funds. In faet, if the report contained
ao sther faroradble elemants than those relating to these t{wo extresely
sritiecal pointe, we would have much 13 be thankful for, cisce it is in
precisaly these areas that the moast seripous charges have been hurled
agaiast the lgsnoy and any appreciable seasure 3f euipability would be
wost devastating. In srder to appreciate fully the significance of
these findings, the following points should Be dorne in miad:
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&, Twice within a very short epace of time the Clen-
dentine Services have besn thoroughly iavestigeted and in
sanh cone -- Blthough the approach and mativation were 24if-
farent -- we have come >ff clean snd whole;

B. Althoagh the Joplittle Committes was suspected YWy
sope of being friendly and geserally welle-disposed toward
the Agengy, there ir no doudt that the gronp of hard-warking
individuals who sale up thet commitiee crlled their shots as
they saw them, snd would have coneldered it their duty to
the President znd to the pubilo $» paial out all jzadequacies,
and worse, which thay mieht have found;

¢. Uhatever alse sy he sald of the satlook and arients~
$ion of the Clark Committee, certainly no one, repeat 50 QHR,
hos sver sugzested that ite purpose was to "whitewnsh® the
Agepty =~ LI muything a cantrary ismpression wus created by,
gerisin statements and actiong on the pert of the Chalrman
whick became netters of gablic imowledge, vis., the published
report 2f his heving called upon snd solicited advice fron
Senstor Melartly, and the mars sr less public solicitation
of any =ad 2ll sdverze informatiszm conceraing UIA aad its
pereonnel; and

d. The fact that sll enenies of the Agency snd people
with special axes to grind were given full opportunity Yy
the Ciark Committee tg be heard, with the result that Just
sbout every “dead cat® thet osuld be thrown was, in feet,
oent joope at us — but without appresiable sdverae olfect
in s fac as thiz can be deterained from the osntente of

the ropart.

It is »ubmitied that under the sircumstazces the gemm&l of thie
Agency ore sntitlied to feel wery resssured and, in fast, sroud to
Yelong to an argnmzaum whieh as 90 succesefully vimwa& the
acid test of these pporecadented investigations. I consider that
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we are satitled ¢o hold our heads high aad o indulge durselves in
2 andest amount of self-eongratulation. Certainly there is no
longer nay reason for the personnel of this dgensy to feel that the
sgepcy im under the gun or regquired to offer apologies.

fef

FANE ¢, ¥IBHER
Deguty Director (Plans)

as: DOT
1G
¢jop

CONFIDENTIAL
COPY ;

Approved For Release 2001/04/09 : CJI)\a

COPY

-d%BSA000800050001 -9




